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  SAVE THE DATE… 
 

 
 

January 8, 9, 10, 2019 TAEA Conference 

Brazos County 

Host – Ms. Trudy Hancock 

College Station, Texas 
 

Are you ready to gain some professional knowledge, network with colleagues, stay in a unique and 

beautiful hotel, all while having some fun?  Then mark your calendars and join us at the TAEA 2020 

Conference. 

 

Interested in continuing your election professional education?  Then sign up for the State Registered 

Election Official Certification Program and become a certified REO, State Registered Election 

Official.  This program is a joint effort between Texas and the Election Center, and the program 

teaches about voter registration and elections.  Because it is held in conjunction with our annual 

TAEA Conference every year, it makes your continuing education more affordable.  These classes 

will be held on Monday, January 6th and Tuesday, January 7th.  For those that have completed the 

program and need to renew your certification, sign up for the renewal class that will be held the 

morning of January 8th, before our conference is set to begin.  Contact the Election Center and get 

this done! 

 

I am working on finalizing our conference agenda this September, so if you have any suggestions or 

questions, now is the time to contact me or any board member.  Looking forward to a great year and 

a great conference. 

 

                                                                            - Yvonne Ramon 
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 Vice President https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs069dndIYk  

 

Happy September! 

 

I hope that everyone had a great summer! It seems as though the minute it ended we were all  nose 

deep in ballot programming. Sigh...... 

  

I am attaching the map to Calvary Square in College Station. This might help you in deciding where 

you want to stay during Mid-Winter. Your TAEA Board has been hard at work to ensure that 

everyone has the best time in College Station. Can you believe that it's less than 4 months away? 

Don't forget that the membership and registration form for the 2020 Mid-Winter Conference can be 

found by visiting our  TAEA website www.taea-elections.org . 

 

Tuesday, September 24th is National Voter Registration Day 

(http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/) throughout the U.S. Aransas County is hosting an event at 

the local high school that day. What do you have planned? 

 

We are entering a very busy time. November elections, mass mail out, regional meetings, SOS 

conferences, Mid-Winter, Primaries, city and school elections and Primary Runoff.....deep breaths 

everyone. We will get through this! 

                                                                               - Michele Carew 
                                                                             

Treasurer 

 

Not much action on the Treasurer front. We have received a few 2020 membership dues and Mid-

Winter Conference. You can down load the form off the website or follow this link: 

http://assoc.cira.state.tx.us/users/0005/Membership/2020%20TAEA%20membership%20form.pdf . 

Still working on receipts and updating the Membership list and hope to have them sent out by the 

end of the week. Sorry for the delay. If you need a W-9, just let me know so I can send it to you or 

your auditors. My email is remi.garza@co.cameron.tx.us.  

 

In other business the November Election planning is moving along and not sure what kind of a 

turnout we are going to have. Proposition on banning state income tax in Texas seems to be 

generating a whole lot of interest. Planning for primary is getting to be challenging. Early Voting 

polling locations, temporary branches, permanent locations all causing me a headache.  We have a 

lot of political signs going up, so it looks like a lot of candidates too. During these early stages, my 

front desk feels like a call center for the local parties.  Hopefully it will ease up for a minute as the 

November Election gets closer.   

 

Anyway, on to a staff meeting. Plans await.  

                                                                                                      - Remi Garza      

 

Legislative Update 

 

The House Elections Committee held an offsite public hearing in Houston on this past Thursday, 

September 12th .  The stated purpose was to take invited and public testimony on Countywide 

Voting, or as we know them, vote centers.  Upon request of the committee, Wharton County EA 

Cindy Richter & Brazoria County Clerk Joyce Hudman agreed to testify on the success of their 

respective countywide polling place programs.  Video of the hearing can be found here: 

http://harriscountytx.swagit.com/play/09122019-1272 

 

- Chris Davis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs069dndIYk
file://///it-srv-11/user$/jmmiller/My%20Documents/TAEA%20Newsletters/2019/September/www.taea-elections.org
http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
http://assoc.cira.state.tx.us/users/0005/Membership/2020%20TAEA%20membership%20form.pdf
mailto:remi.garza@co.cameron.tx.us
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2402019091209001.HTM
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2402019091209001.HTM
http://harriscountytx.swagit.com/play/09122019-1272
http://harriscountytx.swagit.com/play/09122019-1272
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Secretary 

 

 

Things have been very busy for us here in Brazos County.  We have been holding public 

demonstrations for our new voting system as well as preparing for the November elections.  I’m 

happy to say that our first public test went well, and our entities were pleased with how the test went.  

Praying that everyone was able to get a break before our hectic season begins.  Good luck to 

everyone as we head into the next election cycle. 

 

Updates on the conference:  I have had some emails asking for information on the airport.  

Easterwood Airport in located outside of College Station.  It is not a very large airport, but most 

airlines fly in and out of it.  Austin and Houston are also options.  Austin is approximately an hour 

and a half drive and Houston about a two-hour drive.  Both the Austin and Houston airports have a 

ground shuttle service that runs to College Station.  The cost is $50 from Austin and $35 from 

Houston one way.  Looking forward to hosting you in BCS. 

                                    

                                                                                                          – Trudy Hancock 

Education 
Chair 

 

 

It is time to start planning for the TAEA midwinter conference which will offer a number of 

educational opportunities for our members. 

 

REO (Registered Election Official) class will be held before the conference start on January 6 and 

January 7.  Classes 4,6, 7, & 8 are being offered this year. 

 

On the morning of January 8, a renewal class for those who have already completed the REO 

program is being offered.  One Renewal class should be taken every three years. 

Also, on the morning of January 8 and on the afternoon of January 10, we will be offering a 

workshop for new Election Officials. Topics to be covered will include, among other things, 

budgeting, election contracting, and Countywide polling places.  This training is free to TAEA 

members, but there will be a $50 fee for non-members.  Smart thing is to join TAEA. 

 

I hope all of you have smooth elections this November, especially those of you who will be doing so 

utilizing new voting systems.  Between November and the Primary Election, we fear that we will 

have to conduct 3 separate runoffs, two in December and one in late January.   

                                                                                             - John Oldham 

Welcome – 
New EA 

 

                Bastrop County Elections Administrator – Kristin Miles
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The room block is available to reserve your rooms for the 2020 Conference and remember, you can choose 

either The George or Calvary Court.  Both hotels are unique in their own way. 

 

THE GEORGE: 

Begin by visiting the hotel's website at www.thegeorgetexas.com [thegeorgetexas.com]. 

From this page, block "reservations" in the top right-hand corner of the page.  

Select the group's arrival and departure date and change the "promo code" drop down box to "group/block". 

The Group Code is: TAOEA191. Once the code and dates have been entered, all of the rooms available 

within the block should show up.  

 

 CAVALRY COURT: 

Begin by visiting the hotel's website at www.cavalrycourt.com [cavalrycourt.com]. 

From this page, block "book now" in the top right-hand corner of the page.  

Select the group's arrival and departure date and change the "promo code" drop down box to "group/block". 

The Group Code is: TAOEA336. Once the code and dates have been entered, all of the rooms available 

within the block should show up.  

 

Guests can also call reservations at 1-844-599-3871 (The George) or 1-866-842-0100 (Cavalry Court) and 

reference the group code or name to book their rooms if they prefer this method.  

                                                                                       
Be sure to check the newsletter every month because we will be posting updates and important information 

as we get closer to the date. 

 

AIRPORT INFORMATION:  Easterwood Airport in located outside of College Station.  It is not a 

very large airport, but most airlines fly in and out of it.  Austin and Houston are also options.  Austin 

is approximately an hour and a half drive and Houston about a two-hour drive.  Both the Austin and 

Houston airports have a ground shuttle service that runs to College Station.  The cost is $50 from 

Austin and $35 from Houston one way.   
                                                                                  – Trudy Hancock 
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Just a SPECIAL NOTICE for the recipients of the newsletter. The association newsletter is intended for members and associates of Texas Association  
of Election Administrators. Those individuals who are not members or associates of the association may be removed at any time. 

 
TAEA Board  

Remi Garza, Treasurer; Yvonne Ramon, President; Chris 

Davis, outgoing President & Legislative Liaison; Michele 

Carew, Vice President; Trudy Hancock, Secretary 
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